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Hi All 
I start this issue with a reminder that it is the Auction in May. At the end of the 
newsletter is an auction form, please search out your items and list them, then get the 
form to Pat Patrick ASAP, he would rather have them early than late. 
 
The following article by Bill Craven is taken from the Gloucester Citizen published 
around 15th Feb 2014. 
 
“Grubby Old Stamp set to sell for £12m” 
On June 14 at Sotheby’s in New York an 1856 British Guiana 1 – cent Magenta is likely 
to fetch £12 M. First found by a Scottish boy named Vernon Vaughan in1873 when he 
was 12 and living in the former colony with his parents, it is only one of three ever 
produced on the orders of the British Guiana Postmaster, when his shipment of stamps 
from London was delayed. It is the only one still known to exist. The article also notes 
that it is the only major stamp missing from the royal family’s private collection. Sadly for 
Vernon who couldn’t have known how rare it would become he sold it on to a fellow 
scot. Neil R McKinnon for a few shillings, from then on upon further selling’s it increased 
in value until sold to one John E Du Pont in1980 for £402,000 (equivalent to around 
£1.5 M in today’s money). Now being sold by his estate part of the proceeds will go to 
the Eurasian Pacific Wildlife Conservation Foundation. The stamp which hasn’t been 
publically displayed since 1986 will be on display in London before its sale. 
The whole article is worth a read and back orders can be purchased from the Citizen 
office in King’s square. 

http://gloucestershirephilatelicsociety.org.uk/


Next thank you to Martyn Parker for this following humorous entry 
 
Extract from The Lancet, Volume XXIV. Number 10. Page 253 dated 15th June 1862 – 
a paper presented on the 10th of May by the eminent Professor Sigmund Adler – Jung. 
 
Gentlemen 
I am honoured to report to you all my freshly published findings which are based on my 
own personal observations carried out on a quality sample base of male patient across 
the country who have been struck down within the last twenty or so years by a new and 
virulent sub-type of nervous disorder, which of course is my specialism as you know. 
 
This new variant of abnormal behaviour was initially picked up by a number of G.P.’s, 
and they asked for my advice on how to categorise it. I have decided to call this new 
variant “Collectors Syndrome”. Apparently the condition first came to light when droves 
of married ladies attended their local doctor, complaining that their husbands spent an 
inordinate length of time cooped up in their studies, engaged in a new pursuit that the 
husbands all cleverly labelled a “hobby” to mask the denial of their own behaviour. This 
activity made them quite unable to take part in the more essential tasks of decorating, 
shopping and gardening which the ladies required of them. 
 
The persons so affected all seem to exhibit similar oddities of compulsive behaviour. 
This is centred around the collecting, collating and presentation of various pieces of 
paper formerly used to symbolise a fee to convey mail, and which the general public 
would deem as having fulfilled their use, so would naturally discard. 
 
Believe it or not, I have personally witnessed patients in the act of sorting through huge 
amounts of these pieces of paper, soaking them in water, re-arranging them into what 
they call “stock” books, and even sticking them on sheets of paper and then smiling 
admiringly at the finished result. You will be astonished to hear that these gentlemen 
have even formed special societies solely devoted to this endeavour. And compete, 
behind locked doors between themselves to determine the most obscure, complex and 
specialised type of display possible, with titles such as: “Egypt – The 1935 Plate Flaws 
of the Forth Issue of Christmas Seals – the Photogravure series – Second Printing – the 
Red–Orange Shade”. 
 
After researching this disorder I have spoken to and interviewed a number of these 
sufferers, and have come to the sad conclusion that as far as any effective treatment is 
concerned, there is none available. In fact I must tell you all, there is also no cure 
possible. But it gets worse still. I have proved in my research that this disorder can and 
usually does get passed down from father to son. In something over a hundred years’ 
time I expect they will say that it’s all in the jeans! 
 
Ye Glawster Citizen Correspondent – Martyn Parker 
 
 
 



Finally a request from Dave Greensweig (for those of you reading this from the web 
site) entries for the competition in two week’s time are short on the ground if you can 
enter a display let him know ASAP 
 
 
 

Auction Items  May 12TH 2014 

I have the following items which I wish to enter into the auction 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Member 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return to  Pat Patrick 

24 ROWAN GARDENS, BROCKWORTH 

GLOUCESTER, GL3 4DU 

     

 

 

I am after articles or ideas for inclusion in the “stamp Hinge”; I am merely the Editor you 
write the articles I edit. It is not my magazine it’s our magazine so please let me know 
what you would like to see included. 

 

Martyn Bailey 

13 Sandalwood Drive 

Hempsted 

Gloucester 

GL2 5XD 

Email martynbailey101@yahoo.co.uk 

 


