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All opinions expressed in this bulletin are those of the editor. 

 

Well after a far too long a break I am once again putting fingers to keyboard to produce 
a new edition of the Stamp Hinge. 

When I volunteered for the not too onerous task of bulletin editor I didn’t know that a few 
months later I would be helping to establish and run the New Gloucester Antiques 
Centre, a slightly more onerous task that takes large amounts of time, making it more 
difficult than I might have hoped to regularly publish a newsletter. 

The aftermath of an AGM obviously provides me with plenty of material to report on, but 
ideas and stories from you would be a great help. 

GPS PRESIDENCY 

The AGM was Colin Mitchell’s last meeting as President, and I would like to thank him 
for his sterling work over the last two years. He is succeeded by Martyn Bailey, and my 
best wishes for the coming seasons to him. 

Martyn was going to be left without a Vice President, from the meeting a masked 
stranger stood up and volunteered to act as VP. This mysterious man turned out to me. 

Whilst I earlier said that I didn’t have time to regularly write a column, I can assure you 
all that I have offered to perform the easiest office in the society, (I know this because I 
have done it before), and I hope my work load at the Antiques Centre will ease 
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sufficiently for me to do a good job when it comes to my presidency. Good luck to the 
Dream Team. 

GPS 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

What I hadn’t realised when I became Vice President, was that I would have the huge 
honour of presiding over the society during its’ 75th anniversary in 2019. This feeling of 
pride is amplified by the fact I was fortunate enough to have enjoyed leading the GPS 
during our Golden Jubilee. 

Whilst this event is still 3 years hence, some initial discussions took place at the AGM. 
Martyn Parker came up with a well thought out and delivered proposal on a special 
cover to celebrate our 75 years. 

The suggestion is that we produce a limited edition commemorative or first day cover, 
(they are not the same thing). This could be themed to a relevant local subject or tied to 
an appropriate stamp issue. A local celebrity or dignitary could sign covers, perhaps at a 
special signing ceremony. 

If we opt for a first day cover and sponsor a special handstamp, we would publish a 
limited edition “Official” cover. 

Although there are costs involved in such a project, there is potential for profit, which 
could go towards the cost of other celebrations, such as a “Jubilee Dinner”. 

Martyn has suggested, and volunteered to chair, a special subcommittee. 

I think this is a very exciting idea, and look forward to reporting on the progress in 
coming bulletins. 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 

As many of you will know I have been a very vocal opponent of the continuation of 
annual subscriptions, because of the Society’s excessive cash reserves, and I 
successfully tabled a motion to suspend them last year. 

This action however produced a situation that I, and others, had not foreseen. We had 
no way of knowing what our membership was. 

As result of this at Richard Browning’s instigation, this AGM, I proposed a motion to 
reverse this decision. The subs have once again set at £5 per annum, in the hope that 
we can once again track our membership, and perhaps re-instil a sense of society that 
might have been lost. 

All this however does not change the fact that the society has funds in excess our 
needs with diminishing members to use them on. 

The society has offered to pay travel costs to London philatelic events. Not one person 
took this up. You don’t have to go to a philatelic show, just go to London during an 
exhibition. 

I have raised this at the recent committee meeting, and they have agreed to continue to 
sanction this. I hope that this year some of you take advantage of it. I’m sure that 
discussions will take place to look for other ways of allowing members to get benefit 



from our financial strength, and if you have any ideas, please let me know and I will take 
them to committee. 

 

JOINT DAYTIME MEETING 

After last years’ successful joint daytime meeting with Stroud PS, another meeting will 
take place this season. 

It is scheduled for January 25th at St Barnabas church hall, on Stroud Road in 
Gloucester. I believe it is hoped that Cheltenham will also participate, and I ask our joint 
CPS members encourage Cheltenham to come along to help make this meeting as big 
a success as it was last year. 

Our President Martyn Bailey is organising this, so any questions ask him, he will be 
pleased to give information and advice. 

 

STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUES 

There is a new SG Australia catalogue. It covers Australia, States and dependencies.  

The new Part 1 Commonwealth 2017 catalogue is due in September, but as we all 
know, if Gibbons say September, then there’s a very good chance we are looking at 
October at the earliest. 

Later in the autumn the 2017 Stamps of the World, hopefully still in only six volumes, 
(ONLY??!!), will land very heavily at the shop. I mean very heavily, there’s no lift at the 
Antiques Centre, and I will have to get them all the way down the building, up the stairs, 
and then all the way back to the front of the building to the shop. Come on you lot, why 
can’t I hear violins. 

Finally, for the year, in November or December the ever popular Collect British Stamps 
will be published. 

 

2016/17 ROGRAMME 

 

 Sep 5  Presidents Evening  

  

 Oct 3   A Meers. Norfolk Islands 

   

 Nov 7  J Davis. 1890 Penny Postage Jubilee 

   

 Dec 5  Members Christmas Social  

 

2017 

  



 Jan 9 (Bank Holiday 2nd) Members’ 6 Page Competition Letter 

O 

  

 Jan 25  Joint meeting with Stroud (as discussed above) 

 

 Feb 6  D. Williams. Hungary Postal History 

  

 Mar 6  Annual Competitions/Members Displays 

 

 Apr 3   Visit by Evesham PS 

  

 May 8 (Bank Holiday 1st)  Auction 

 

 Jun 5  Annual General Meeting 

 

OK that’s it for this issue. Any contributions for future editions will be gratefully received. 

A suggestion for future issues is interviews with members. I hope to get this going for 
the next issue, which if you’re really unlucky, will be before Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


